
Mary’s Garden of Holy Innocence 
 

Dedicated to the Unborn Children of God and their Families 

 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Cemetery 

Somonauk, Illinois 

Mary’s Garden of Holy Innocence at St. John the Baptist Cemetery 

offers families the opportunity to provide a resting place and  

memorialization for babies born under 21 weeks gestation.  It is open 

to families of all  faiths.  The burial site, burial vault and service are 

free.  The individual grave will not have a marker on it, but families 

have the option of memorialization of the baby’s name and birth year 

on the granite tablet pictured above. 



St. John the Baptist Cemetery received a substantial donation for use 

at the cemetery.  After discussion with the Parish Council and the Fi-

nance Council, it was decided a pre-born section would be established  

to provide a resting place for babies born under 21 weeks gestation 

because of miscarriage or ectopic pregnancy.  A committee consisting 

of parishioners, parish staff and a local funeral director was formed to 

design and establish guidelines.  An approximate 4000 square foot 

section has been dedicated and reserved only for these babies.  Our 

prayer is this burial place will help families to reconcile their loss.  

Families are offered the opportunity to memorialize their baby’s name 

and birth year on the granite tablet on the monument pictured on the 

cover.  We also offer parents of past miscarriages the opportunity to 

memorialize the loss of their baby at the site.  There is a cost associat-

ed with the engraving.  For additional information, contact the St. John 

the Baptist Parish office, 815-498-2010, Monday through Thursday, 

8:00 AM –2:00 PM. 

 

We ask that families, through the Social Service departments at their 

hospital, make it known to the parents of miscarriage or ectopic preg-

nancies that this service is available.  They may contact the funeral 

home of their choice or contact the parish office at the above number 

for further assistance. 

 

Mary’s Garden of Holy Innocence Section was dedicated by Bishop 

David Malloy on May 24, 2017. 





God Loves Children 

 

When God calls little children to dwell with Him above, 

We mortals always question the wisdom of His love, 

For no heartaches can compare with the death of one small child. 

Who does so much to make this world seem wonderful and mild? 

 

Perhaps God tires of calling the aged to His fold 

And so He picks a rosebud before it can grow old. 

 

God knows how much we need them and 

So He takes but a few 

To make the land of heaven more beautiful to view. 

Believing this is difficult, 

Still somehow we must try. 

The saddest word that mankind knows will always be goodbye. 

And so when little ones depart, we who are left behind 

Must realize God Loves Children— 

Angels are hard to find. 

 

Author Unknown 


